
IMPORTANT DATES 

TERM 2 
 

Monday 27
th
 May – Friday 31

st
 May 

Secondary Year 10-12 Semester 1 Exams 
 

Wednesday 29
th
 May – Friday 31

st
 May 

Primary Year 4-6 Camp - Mill Valley Ranch 
 

Friday 31
st
 May 

Primary Assembly - 2:30 pm 
 

Monday 3rd & Tuesday 4th June  

Secondary Year 7-9 Semester 1 Exams 
 

Thursday 6
th
 June 

Primary First Aid Session  
 

Friday 7
th
 June 

Reporting Writing Day - Student Free Day 
 

Monday 10
th
 June 

Queens Birthday Public Holiday  
 

Wednesday 12
th
 June 

Primary Athletics Carnival 
 

Friday 14
th
 June 

Primary Assembly - 2:30 pm 
 

Monday 17
th
 June 

VCAL Cafe  
 

Friday 21
st

 June 

Open Day 9 am - 4 pm 
 

Wednesday 26
th

 June –Thursday 27
th

 June 

Healthy Harold Visit to the Primary classes  
 

Thursday 27
th
 June 

Parent Teacher Interviews - commencing 

3:30pm 
 

Friday 28
th
 June 

Primary Assembly - 2:00 pm 

Last day of Term 2 - 2.30pm Finish 
 

2019 TERM DATES 

Term 2 Tue 23 April - Fri 28 June 

Term 3 Tue 16 July - Fri 20 Sep 

Term 4 Tue 8 Oct - Thur 5th Dec 
_______________________________________________ 

Geelong Bap-st College 

590 Anakie Road,  

Lovely Banks, Victoria, 3213 

Phone: (03) 5260 9999 

Mobile: 0490 555 514 

Email: enquiries@gbc.vic.edu.au 

Web: www.gbc.vic.edu.au 

Principals: Mrs Judy Sobey and Mr Neil Wetmore No. 8 May 24th 2019 

The Crooked Steeple 

2 Corinthians 12:1-10 

Turns out that crooked church steeples make people nervous. When we visited some 

friends, they shared how, a!er a fierce windstorm, their church’s proud steeple was 

crooked, causing some alarm. 

 

Of course, the church quickly repaired the flagging spire, but the humorous image got 

me thinking. O!en church is seen as a place where everything is expected to look per-

fect; it’s not seen as a place where we can show up crooked. Right? 

 

But in a fallen, broken world, all of us are “crooked,” each with our own collec0on of 

natural weaknesses. We might be tempted to keep our vulnerabili0es under wraps, 

but Scripture encourages the opposite a1tude. In 2 Corinthians 12, for example, Paul 

suggests that it’s in our weaknesses—for him, an unnamed struggle he calls a “thorn 

in my flesh” (v. 7)—that Christ is most likely to reveal His power. Jesus had told Paul, 

“My power is made perfect in weakness” (v. 9). So Paul concluded, “For Christ’s sake, I 

delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecu0ons, in difficul0es. For when 

I am weak, then I am strong” (v. 10). 

 

We may not like our imperfec0ons, but hiding them only denies Jesus’s power to work 

within those aspects of ourselves. When we invite Jesus into the crooked places in us, 

He gently mends and redeems in ways our effort could never accomplish. 

 

By Adam Holz    https://odb.org/2019/05/19/the-crooked-steeple/ 

    

people and their families. Copyright Andrew Fuller 

 



LOOKING TO EXAMS  / STUDYLOOKING TO EXAMS  / STUDYLOOKING TO EXAMS  / STUDYLOOKING TO EXAMS  / STUDY    
    

As parents, we always look towards suppor0ng our students to achieve their best, and the pressure of studies and exams is one 

of those 0mes where our support is o!en most needed, even though it is not always wanted. Psychologist, Andrew Fuller sug-

gests that developing a system at this important 0me is essen0al. 

The ar0cle below is a great read for parents with students at secondary school as well as those with students imminently enter-

ing into secondary school. 
 

Psychologist Andrew Fuller: Develop a System 
 
When you have a teenager comple0ng the senior years of school, everyone in the family is doing Year 11 or Year 12. Here are a 

few ideas for coming through these years flourishing, and having everyone’s dignity intact.  
 

Parents have a vital role in helping students:Parents have a vital role in helping students:Parents have a vital role in helping students:Parents have a vital role in helping students:    

manage 0me 

manage energy 

manage stress 

manage to get everything in at the right 0me and in the right place. 

In addi0on to this you have to manage yourself. 
 

Developing the SystemDeveloping the SystemDeveloping the SystemDeveloping the System    

Regular planned 0mes for study throughout the year creates beKer results. Short regular sprints of learning are more effec0ve 

than long study marathons. To create this, you need to work out a system. 
 

Sit down with your teenager and map out an ideal week, including:Sit down with your teenager and map out an ideal week, including:Sit down with your teenager and map out an ideal week, including:Sit down with your teenager and map out an ideal week, including:    

0mes for sleeping (at least eight hours a night) 

0mes for unwinding and relaxing 

best breakfast foods 

the best 0mes for study 

the best 0me of the week for consolida0ng notes and extending memory 

0me to catch up with friends 

required school hours 

0me for part-0me work (less than 10 hours a week) 

how to handle invita0ons around exam 0mes. 
 

Without a plan, you are simply le! with doing what you like when you feel like it, and o!en, feeling like studying is not probably 

the most likely emo0on in teenagers’ lives. 
 

Study sprints should be ideally 20 minutes long and never longer than 50 minutes, with a 10 minute break between study ses-

sions. 

Usually on the weekend, have some 0me set aside for organising informa0on and tes0ng memory of new informa0on. 
 

Pa0ently, talk through the system un0l you all feel that you have the best plan. Ask them how o!en you should remind them of 

the system when they don’t seem to be following it. 
 

You may also need to discuss minimising distrac0ons – excessive social media use, listening to music while studying, mul0-tasking 

or cha1ng with friends online is not compa0ble with studying. Mul0-tasking is just spli1ng your aKen0on and means you’ll need 

to study four 0mes longer than you need to. 
 

As a parent of a VCE student, keep yourself informed. Come to informa0on sessions and parent-teacher mee0ngs yourself. 

Stressed students don’t always store detailed informa0on well, so take notes of key dates and requirements. 
 

Steering Students Back to the SystemSteering Students Back to the SystemSteering Students Back to the SystemSteering Students Back to the System    

It is hard to get through Year 11 or Year 12 without some meltdowns. When a meltdown occurs, rather than star0ng a long con-

versa0on about it or providing a mo0va0onal pep talk, think about what your student needs. Food? Rest? Exercise? Some social 

0me? Try to quietly arrange for this to occur. 
 

How to Deal with the Catastrophic ThinkingHow to Deal with the Catastrophic ThinkingHow to Deal with the Catastrophic ThinkingHow to Deal with the Catastrophic Thinking    

Pacifying or reassuring the unseKled VCE student is a fine art. Acknowledge to yourself in advance that anything you are likely to 

say is probably going to be heard as the ‘wrong thing’. 

Generally what you do is more important than what you say. Providing meals, comfort and for some, reassuring hugs is o!en 

more powerful than words. 

Some teens ‘freeze up with fear’ and want to avoid schoolwork completely. Try to avoid ge1ng into lengthy debates about the 

merits of the current educa0onal system or their own intellectual ability. Instead, go back to basics. Feed them. Hydrate them. 

Rest them. Then gently bring them back to the topic. 

Ask them to tell you what they do understand about an issue. They will ini0ally begin with, ‘I know nothing’. Say to them, ‘Well, 

tell me what you think you know.’  Slowly rebuild confidence. 
 



What to do when the System Breaks DownWhat to do when the System Breaks DownWhat to do when the System Breaks DownWhat to do when the System Breaks Down    

When you are planning the system, develop a rule of ‘never miss twice’. We know there are days when even the most well 

thought through system falls into taKers. Accept this but also plan never to miss twice. For example, I can take a complete break 

from my study rou0ne for one day but not for two days in a row. 

Around August is the most common 0me for students to become disheartened and lose mo0va0on. However, the work done in 

August and September probably adds more to the final results that any other stage of the year. The reason is that by this 0me 

most of the basics have been covered and we are now able to add the higher order thinking and deepen understanding. 

If taking on new informa0on seems too much at this 0me, go through the process with them of organising informa0on, drawing 

up flow charts, making memory aides and consolida0ng notes. 
 

What if my Teenager wonWhat if my Teenager wonWhat if my Teenager wonWhat if my Teenager won’’’’t Listen to me?t Listen to me?t Listen to me?t Listen to me?    

Have a confiden0al chat with one of their key teachers so that they can have a conversa0on with your teenager directly about 

their progress and study strategies. 
 

How to Deal with the Build up to ExamsHow to Deal with the Build up to ExamsHow to Deal with the Build up to ExamsHow to Deal with the Build up to Exams    

Here is the 0me to trust the system. Keep things as calm and consistent as you possibly can. Ensure that your teenager has 

enough sleep, good food, exercise and social 0me. Consider ceasing part-0me work in the lead up to exams. Also discuss not using 

or at least lessening the use of social media sites. 

If your family has major birthdays during this period it may be worth delaying celebra0ons un0l a!er the exam period. It is not the 

end of the world. Your teenager’s Year 12 result is not their future. There are many other more important determinants of suc-

cess and happiness in life. Many people who did not get the Year 12 results that they wanted find careers where they thrive. 

Above all, remain calm and believe in your teenager. Adding an anxious parent to a panicking teenager is always a recipe for  

disaster. 

 

Andrew Fuller is a clinical psychologist specialising in wellbeing of young people and their families. Copyright Andrew Fuller 

 

CSEF CSEF CSEF CSEF ––––    Camps, Sports & Excursions FundCamps, Sports & Excursions FundCamps, Sports & Excursions FundCamps, Sports & Excursions Fund    
    

Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply. There are two criteria that 

must be met: 

 

Criteria 1 - Eligibility 

On the first day of term one (29 January 2019) or the first day of term two (23 April 2019), a parent or legal guardian of a student 

must: 

be an eligible beneficiary of one of these cards: 

Veterans Affairs Gold Card 

Centrelink Health Care Card 

Pensioner Concession Card 

OROROROR they must be a temporary foster parent 

OROROROR    the student is 16 years or older and holds a valid concession card (such as a Youth Allowance Health Care Card) 

ANDANDANDAND the parent or legal guardian must submit an applica0on by the due date. 

Parents who receive a carer allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by Centrelink, are 

not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with the above. 

Eligibility will be determined when the parent’s concession card successfully validates with Centrelink on either the first day of 

term one or term two. 

If the eligible card is in the name of the student, the fund is only granted to that student, not their siblings. 

 

Criteria 2 - Be of school age and aKend a Victorian school 

For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they aKend a Victorian registered primary or secondary school. 

Typically, these students are aged between five and 18 years. 

School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and 17 years of age. 

CSEF is not payable to students aKending pre-school, kindergarten, TAFE or who are home schooled. 
 

FAMILY HOLIDAY FORMFAMILY HOLIDAY FORMFAMILY HOLIDAY FORMFAMILY HOLIDAY FORM    
    

We would like to inform all families that we have available at the College office a Family Holiday No0fica0on form that can be 

completed prior to families taking their children on holidays during the school term.  As per College student aKendance policy, the  

College discourages families from taking children on holidays during school 0me and if families are considering this, they are re-

quired to make a wriKen request to the school.  A number of factors. Including previous absences, 0ming of the holiday and indi-

vidual student’s needs, will then be considered before the absence is classed as an approved or unapproved absence.   
 

Families should also accept the responsibility to arrange with teachers any set work and ensure that the work is completed, or for 

their child/ren to “catch up”.  Under these condi0ons and with the return of this form the school may class the holiday as an  

acceptable absence. 



STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTSSTUDENT ACHIEVEMENTSSTUDENT ACHIEVEMENTSSTUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS    
 

 

 
    

    

  

GBC Robo0cs TeamGBC Robo0cs TeamGBC Robo0cs TeamGBC Robo0cs Team    
 

Geelong Bap0st College was a successful applicant for a VEX IQ Robo0cs grant from in2robo0cs and DATTA Victoria. As part 

of the grant we were given a VEX IQ robo0cs kit (~$600), 4 professional development days and entry into the state champion-

ships. Mr Rusden and Mr Johnston are seeking Year 7 and 8 students who want to be part of the GBC Robo0cs team. The 

team will work on building and coding the robot at lunch 0mes and perhaps a!er school one day per week. They will also 

aKend 3 days at the Geelong Tech School where they will further develop their robot design and coding. In November the 

team will aKend the state championships to compete against other schools from all around the state. 

On Sunday the 19th of 

May, Aus0n Bun0ng went 

to Melbourne to receive 

the Promise Challenge 

award. The promise  

Challenge award is ' the 

major Challenge for the 

Joey Scout Sec0on and has 

some individual elements 

as well as ac0vi0es to do 

with the Mob.' (taken 

from the Joey Scouts 

page) 

 

Some of the things that 

Aus0n had to do to achieve this challenge award included:  

A Scou0ng history piece of wri0ng looking at the history of 

Joeys and Braden Powell. 

Write your own prayer to share about our love of God. 

Help someone in the community/local area and have photo 

evidence.  

 

This is such a high honour, and we are all proud of your 

achievements Aus0n! 

Jack Barthel, in Year 11, is involved in a GSODA produc0on at 

GPAC. Congratula0ons, Jack, GBC is very proud of you. 

 

 

AUTUMN HARVEST FESTIAUTUMN HARVEST FESTIAUTUMN HARVEST FESTIAUTUMN HARVEST FESTIVAL VAL VAL VAL ––––    SATURDAY 14SATURDAY 14SATURDAY 14SATURDAY 14
THTHTHTH

    MARCH 2020MARCH 2020MARCH 2020MARCH 2020    
    

We will shortly hold our ini0al 2020 AHF mee0ng on Wednesday 5
th

 June, 2019 at 7pm – 8pm.  This is for the coordinators of 

the different areas involved to start planning for this event. We have no0ced that there are numerous areas that s0ll require 

some assistance.  If you are interested in a par0cular area and would like to coordinate this for our 2020 Autumn Harvest  

Fes0val, please contact the office to let us know. 
 

  Cake Stall       White Elephant stall                                              

  Secondhand Books/DVD Stall   Lolly Stall  

  Cra! Stall      Plaster Fun House Stall 

  Face Pain0ng Stall     Preserves Stall 



SOCCER NEWSSOCCER NEWSSOCCER NEWSSOCCER NEWS    
    

The Year 8 soccer team has started its season with a successful run of one draw and two wins under co-captains Myles Foster and 

Noah Petrovski. In the first game the team fought back from a 3-1 deficit, drawing the game against a Kardinia Interna0onal Col-

lege team with some highly creden0aled players. The next two weeks saw us take on less daun0ng Geelong Grammar teams re-

sul0ng in two wins. The most recent match had mul0ple goal scorers including Noah Petrovski, Myles Foster, Keehan Schafer and 

Riely Seresi-Unsworth. Of course the team is more than just goal scorers and notable contribu0ons have been made by the goalie 

Toby Abella, Erin Eastway with her decisive clearing kicks from defense and head coach Jacob Bertucci. 



NETBALL NEWSNETBALL NEWSNETBALL NEWSNETBALL NEWS    
 

On Monday May 13th, our Netball players (Inters) represented Geelong Bap0st College at the  GISSA compe00on at South Gee-

long Basketball/Netball with pride.  The girls fought very hard in every game where they showed determina0on, persistence and 

the ability to never give up, despite the score line.  They were tenacious and they played fairly.  Congratula0ons, girls, on your 

hard work and mighty effort!  You should be proud of yourselves.   



 

 

 

GEELONG GEELONG GEELONG GEELONG 

BAPTIST BAPTIST BAPTIST BAPTIST 

COLLEGECOLLEGECOLLEGECOLLEGE    

MUSIC  

DEPARTMENT 

SPOTLIGHT  

WHATWHATWHATWHAT’’’’S ON:S ON:S ON:S ON:    

OUR NEW INSTRUMENTAL MUSICOUR NEW INSTRUMENTAL MUSICOUR NEW INSTRUMENTAL MUSICOUR NEW INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC    

PROGRAM IS NOW OPEN FOR INSTRUMENTAL PROGRAM IS NOW OPEN FOR INSTRUMENTAL PROGRAM IS NOW OPEN FOR INSTRUMENTAL PROGRAM IS NOW OPEN FOR INSTRUMENTAL 

LESSONS. FORMS AVAILABLE FROM LESSONS. FORMS AVAILABLE FROM LESSONS. FORMS AVAILABLE FROM LESSONS. FORMS AVAILABLE FROM     

ADMINISTRATIONADMINISTRATIONADMINISTRATIONADMINISTRATION    

    

THE GEELONG BAPTIST COLLEGETHE GEELONG BAPTIST COLLEGETHE GEELONG BAPTIST COLLEGETHE GEELONG BAPTIST COLLEGE’’’’S S S S     

PERFORMANCE AT THE MOTHERPERFORMANCE AT THE MOTHERPERFORMANCE AT THE MOTHERPERFORMANCE AT THE MOTHER’’’’S DAY S DAY S DAY S DAY     

BREAKFAST WAS A GREAT SUCCESSBREAKFAST WAS A GREAT SUCCESSBREAKFAST WAS A GREAT SUCCESSBREAKFAST WAS A GREAT SUCCESS    

    

REHEARSALS FOR THE YEAR 3 TO VCE GIRLS REHEARSALS FOR THE YEAR 3 TO VCE GIRLS REHEARSALS FOR THE YEAR 3 TO VCE GIRLS REHEARSALS FOR THE YEAR 3 TO VCE GIRLS 

AND BOYS CHOIR STUDENTS WILL TAKE PLACE AND BOYS CHOIR STUDENTS WILL TAKE PLACE AND BOYS CHOIR STUDENTS WILL TAKE PLACE AND BOYS CHOIR STUDENTS WILL TAKE PLACE 

DURING EVERY THURSDAY LUNCH TO PRACTICE DURING EVERY THURSDAY LUNCH TO PRACTICE DURING EVERY THURSDAY LUNCH TO PRACTICE DURING EVERY THURSDAY LUNCH TO PRACTICE 

FOR UPCOMING PERFORMANCESFOR UPCOMING PERFORMANCESFOR UPCOMING PERFORMANCESFOR UPCOMING PERFORMANCES    

    

JUNIOR ROCK REHEARSING TUESDAY LUNCH JUNIOR ROCK REHEARSING TUESDAY LUNCH JUNIOR ROCK REHEARSING TUESDAY LUNCH JUNIOR ROCK REHEARSING TUESDAY LUNCH 

FOR UPCOMING ROCK FEST AND KOOL FOR UPCOMING ROCK FEST AND KOOL FOR UPCOMING ROCK FEST AND KOOL FOR UPCOMING ROCK FEST AND KOOL 

SCHOOLSSCHOOLSSCHOOLSSCHOOLS    

    

HELPERS WANTED FOR UPCOMING EXCURSION HELPERS WANTED FOR UPCOMING EXCURSION HELPERS WANTED FOR UPCOMING EXCURSION HELPERS WANTED FOR UPCOMING EXCURSION 

TO THE MELBOURNE JAZZ FESTIVAL. LETTER TO THE MELBOURNE JAZZ FESTIVAL. LETTER TO THE MELBOURNE JAZZ FESTIVAL. LETTER TO THE MELBOURNE JAZZ FESTIVAL. LETTER 

HOME WITH MORE INFO OUT SOONHOME WITH MORE INFO OUT SOONHOME WITH MORE INFO OUT SOONHOME WITH MORE INFO OUT SOON    

    

NEW MUSIC ROOM TO OPEN SOONNEW MUSIC ROOM TO OPEN SOONNEW MUSIC ROOM TO OPEN SOONNEW MUSIC ROOM TO OPEN SOON    

  



The Year 7 A and 7B Mad HaKer's Tea Party took place in the Drama room today. The students had to respond to the text of 

Alice in Wonderland by making something: cakes were popular but some made hats, photo props, sculptures, bracelets and 

more.   



Mad HaKer’s Tea Party con0nued. 


